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Introduction
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•Liquid Argon Time Projection Chambers (LArTPCs) are imaging 
detectors that offer exceptional capabilities for studying neutrinos.
•The ArgoNeuT and MicroBooNE experiments, described in this talk, 
provide opportunities for interesting physics measurements and important 
LArTPC hardware development.
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Liquid Argon Neutrino Detectors
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•Ionization produced in neutrino interactions is drifted along E-field to highly segmented wireplanes.

•Timing of wire pulse information is combined with known drift speed to determine drift-direction coordinate.

•Calorimetry information is extracted from wire pulse characteristics.

•Copious scintillation light also available for collection and triggering.

Refs:
1.) The Liquid-argon time projection chamber: a new concept for Neutrino Detector, C. Rubbia, CERN-EP/77-08 (1977)

ArgoNeuT Data Event



The ArgoNeuT Project
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•ArgoNeuT (a.k.a. - Fermilab T962) deployed a ~175 liter LArTPC in Fermilab NuMI neutrino beam.
•Located directly upstream of MINOS near detector, which was used for full muon reconstruction.
•Collected 1.35×1020 Protons on Target (POT), predominantly in antineutrino mode.

MINOS Hall at FermilabNuMI Beam at Fermilab

NuMI 
ν Beam

MINOS Hall

Refs:
1.) The ArgoNeuT detector in the NuMI low-energy beam line at Fermilab, C. Anderson et al.,  arXiv:1205.6747

ArgoNeuT

MINOS
Near Detector



ArgoNeuT: Detector Details
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Figure 5: Pictorial view of the ArgoNeuT LArTPC mechanics. Details of the anodic structure with the (±60o) inclined
wire-planes are indicated. In the insert, a picture of the inside the LArTPC volume showing the cathodic plane and
the copper strips of field shaping cage.

spaced apart with interplane gaps of �g = 4 mm.256

Wires are made of Beryllium-Copper Alloy #25, wire diameter 152 µm (0.006 inches), strung at a257

nominal tension force of 1 N by the wire-winding machine. Anchorage is provided by soldering258

the wire ends onto copper pads arranged on the rectangular anode wireplane frame of the TPC259

box. A series of G10 spreader bars are externally added to the frame to reinforce the mechanical260

structure against wires tension and thermal stresses. The tension force on the wires is increased261

with an additional ∼0.5 N via the spreader bars after wire plane assembly in the TPC frame. The262

wire spacing (pitch) is δs = 4 mm in all planes.263

This first plane has 225 parallel wires, vertically oriented with respect to the ground and perpen-264

dicular to the beam axis (+90◦). This plane is not instrumented for readout purposes but serves265

to shape the electric field near the wire-plane and to shield the outer, instrumented planes against266

induction signals from the ionization charges while drifting through the TPC volume. This first267

plane is thus indicated as the “Shield plane”. Wires are all equal in length (40.0 cm), stretched268

between the horizontal edges (top and bottom) of the frame.269

The second plane, indicated as “Induction plane”, consists of 240 wires all oriented at +60◦ rela-270

tive to the beam axis. Electrons induce signals on the wires of this plane only after crossing the271

Shield plane and moving toward, across and away from the Induction plane.272

The third (last) plane is made up of 240 wires oriented at −60◦ relative to the beam axis. Electrons273
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Cryostat Volume 500 Liters
TPC Volume 175 Liters (90cm x 40cm x 47.5cm)

# Electronic Channels 480
Electronics Style (Temp.) JFET (293 K)

Wire Pitch (Plane Separation) 4 mm (4 mm)
Electric Field 500 V/cm 

Max. Drift Length (Time) 0.5 m (330 μs)
Wire Properties 0.15mm diameter BeCu

ArgoNeuT in the NuMI Tunnel
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ArgoNeuT Data Event
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Understanding vertex activity
• Not only is ArgoNeuT able to characterize vertex activity in CCQE-like events, it can also differentiate 

neutrinos from anti-neutrinos with the help of the MINOS near detector.

• Comparing neutrino and anti-neutrino CCQE-like events may provide some sensitivity to a possible 
multinucleon channel, involving 2p (2n) pre-FSI final states for neutrino (anti-neutrino) events.

Joshua Spitz, Yale University
A zoomed-in view of a CCQE-like neutrino event with evidence of vertex activity

10 cm 10 cm 

Neutrino CCQE (2 protons) Anti-neutrino CCQE (0 protons)

mu+mu-

muonmuon

Multinucleon neutrino CCQE Multinucleon anti-neutrino CCQE

DataData

νµn→ µ−pp νµp→ µ+nn

19

ArgoNeuT is largely blind to neutrons!
|
p p

}pre-FSI final state

Charged-Current 
Quasi-Elastic 

(CCQE) Candidate
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ArgoNeuT: Physics
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The composition of the selected signal samples in both
distributions is predicted to be 95% pure.

After subtracting the expected 18 event background
contribution, the selected θµ and Pµ distributions are effi-
ciency corrected on a bin-by-bin basis according to Eq. 1.5

A νµ CC event that originates in the ArgoNeuT fiducial
volume enters the signal sample after ArgoNeuT-MINOS
reconstruction, track matching, and selection 57.6% of
the time in the θµ measurement range and 49.5% in
the Pµ range. These values receive contributions from10

muon acceptance between ArgoNeuT and MINOS, ver-
tex reconstruction inefficiencies in ArgoNeuT, track re-
construction inefficiencies in both detectors, and selection
efficiency. Inefficiencies due to acceptance arise from low-
energy or large-angle muons that do not enter the active15

region of MINOS. The poor acceptance of θµ> 36◦ muons
accords the Pµ sample with a lower detection efficiency
than that of the θµ sample.

The flux-integrated differential cross sections in θµ and
Pµ from νµ CC events on an argon target are shown in20

Figs. 2 and 3, respectively, and are tabulated in Tables II
and III. The data and GENIE expectation agree well
across most of the measurement ranges. More data are
needed to confirm the apparent discrepancies at low an-
gles and momenta. The cross sections correspond to the25

neutrino flux in Table IV; the energy-integrated flux from
0-50 GeV is (2.91±0.46)×105 ν/m2/109 POT.

The data were taken in neutrino-mode, with the down-
stream end of the target placed 10 cm from the neck of
the first focusing horn, a horn current of 185 kA, and the30

polarity set to focus positively charged mesons [1]. For
the 3-50 GeV NuMI neutrino energy range, the MINOS
flux prediction utilizes a low hadronic energy transfer (ν)
subset of neutrino events to estimate the shape of the
neutrino energy spectrum. As the differential cross sec-35

tion (dσdν ) is independent of neutrino energy in the limit
of ν → 0, the shape is predicted simply based on the
number of events at low-ν in bins of neutrino energy.
The flux shape is then normalized to the 1% precision
world average cross section measured from 30-50 GeV.40

The “low-ν” method is described in detail in Ref. [1].
For the 0-3 GeV range, the flux prediction is determined
using a Monte Carlo simulation of the NuMI beamline
and is independent of MINOS near detector data and
neutrino cross section assumptions.45

The uncertainties in the differential cross section mea-
surements are statistics-limited as shown in Figs. 2 and
3. However, systematic uncertainties due to knowledge
of the flux as well as measurement resolution contribute
significantly. The 15.7% uncertainty on the energy-50

integrated flux leads the systematic error contributions.
The uncertainties associated with measurement resolu-
tion are determined by recalculating the differential cross
sections after adjusting the measured θµ and Pµ by ±1σ,
where σ comes from the reconstructed variable’s resolu-55

tion as determined by simulation and reconstruction in
each measurement bin. The muon angular resolution over
the majority of the measurement range is 1-1.5◦ and the

momentum resolution is 5-10%. The uncertainty is con-
servatively set equal to the largest deviation from the cen-60

tral value, due to either the plus or minus 1σ adjustment
and the resulting bin weight redistribution. Other possi-
ble sources of systematic uncertainty have been found to
be negligible.
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FIG. 2: The νµ CC differential cross section (per argon nu-
cleus) in muon angle.
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FIG. 3: The νµ CC differential cross section (per argon nu-
cleus) in muon momentum.

Differential cross sections on an isoscalar target are65

useful for a simple comparison of these results to other
measurements on different nuclei. The correction for
transforming the argon target measurement reported
here into an isoscalar one is arrived at by reweighting
each GENIE simulated νµ CC interaction based on its70

nucleon target. The extracted multiplication factor of
0.96 can be applied to each on-argon differential cross
section measurement bin in order to obtain the differen-
tial cross sections on an isoscalar target. This correction
factor is model-dependent as it relies on GENIE’s under-75

Inclusive CC cross-section
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Refs:
1.) First Measurements of Inclusive Muon Neutrino Charged Current Differential Cross Sections on Argon, C. Anderson et al.,  PRL 108 (2012) 161802, arXiv:1111.0103

•First Results: Using 2 weeks of neutrino-
mode data (8.5×1018 POT), the differential 
cross-section for inclusive charged-current 
muon neutrino production was measured.
•Analysis Selection:
‣Track originating within ArgoNeuT fiducial region.
‣Match to corresponding track in MINOS near detector.
‣MINOS track is negatively charged.

***DRAFT*** First Measurements of Inclusive Muon Neutrino Charged Current
Differential Cross Sections on Argon

C. Anderson,1 M. Antonello,2 B. Baller,3 T. Bolton,4 C. Bromberg,5 F. Cavanna,6 E. Church,1 D. Edmunds,5 A.
Ereditato,7 S. Farooq,4 B. Fleming,1 H. Greenlee,3 R. Guenette,1 S. Haug,7 G. Horton-Smith,4 C. James,3 E. Klein,1

K. Lang,8 P. Laurens,5 S. Linden,1 D. McKee,4 R. Mehdiyev,8 B. Page,5 O. Palamara,2 K. Partyka,1 A. Patch,1 G.5

Rameika,3 B. Rebel,3 B. Rossi,7 M. Soderberg,3, 9 J. Spitz,1 A.M. Szelc,1 M. Weber,7 T. Yang,3 and G. Zeller3

(The ArgoNeuT Collaboration)
1
Yale University, New Haven, CT 06520

2
INFN - Laboratori Nazionali del Gran Sasso, Assergi, Italy
3
Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory, Batavia, IL 6051010

4
Kansas State University, Manhattan, KS 66506

5
Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI 48824

6
Universita dell’Aquila e INFN, L’Aquila, Italy

7
University of Bern, Bern, Switzerland

8
The University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX 7871215

9
Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY 13244

The ArgoNeuT collaboration presents the first measurements of inclusive muon neutrino charged

current differential cross sections on argon. Obtained in the NuMI neutrino beamline at Fermilab,

the results are reported in terms of outgoing muon angle and momentum. The data are consistent

with the Monte Carlo expectation across the full range of kinematics sampled, 0
◦< θµ< 36

◦
and

0< Pµ< 25 GeV/c. Along with confirming the viability of liquid argon time projection chamber

technology for neutrino detection, the measurements allow tests of low energy neutrino scatter-

ing models important for interpreting results from long baseline neutrino oscillation experiments

designed to investigate CP violation and the orientation of the neutrino mass hierarchy.

Precision neutrino cross section measurements are re-
quired in order to fully characterize the properties of
the neutrino-nucleus interaction and are important for
the reduction of systematic uncertainties in long base-20

line neutrino oscillation experiments sensitive to non-
zero θ13, CP-violation in the lepton sector, and the ori-
entation of the neutrino mass hierarchy. The inclusive
muon neutrino charged current (νµ CC) interaction can
be considered a “standard candle” for characterizing the25

composition of a neutrino beam as event identification
is insensitive to the complicating effects of intra-nuclear
effects and experiment-specific exclusive channel defini-
tions. As such, CC-inclusive samples remain free from
significant background contamination, regardless of the30

experimental configuration. Despite the preponderance
of total cross section results, most recently in Refs. [1–
3], differential cross section measurements as a function
of outgoing particle properties are sparse. Such mea-
surements are necessary for obtaining a complete kine-35

matic description of neutrino-nucleus scattering. This
letter presents νµ CC differential cross sections as mea-
sured with ArgoNeuT (Argon Neutrino Test) in a neu-
trino/muon kinematic range relevant for MINOS [4],
T2K [5], NOvA [6], and LBNE [7]. The total νµ CC40

cross section at �Eν� = 4.3 GeV is also reported.

ArgoNeuT is the first liquid argon time projection
chamber (LArTPC) [8] to take data in a low energy neu-
trino beam, and the second at any energy [9]. ArgoNeuT
collected neutrino and anti-neutrino events in Fermilab’s45

NuMI beamline [10] at the MINOS near detector (hence-
forth referred to as “MINOS) hall from September 2009

to February 2010. Along with performing timely and
relevant physics, the ArgoNeuT experiment represents
an important development step towards the realization50

of a kiloton-scale precision LArTPC-based detector to
be used for understanding accelerator- and atmospheric-
based neutrino oscillations, proton decay, and supernova
burst/diffuse neutrinos.
ArgoNeuT employs a set of two wire planes at the edge55

of a 175 liter TPC in order to detect neutrino-induced
particle tracks. An electric field imposed in the liquid
argon volume of the TPC allows the ionization trails cre-
ated by charged particles to be drifted toward the sensing
wire planes. The ionization induces a current on the in-60

ner “induction” wire plane as it approaches and recedes
and is subsequently collected on the outer “collection”
wire plane. The signal information from the wire planes,
oriented with respect to one another at an angle of 60◦,
combined with timing provide a three dimensional pic-65

ture of the neutrino event with complete calorimetric in-
formation [11]. Table I summarizes the most important
detector properties. Figure 1 depicts a νµ CC candidate
event collected in the 47 × 40 × 90 cm3 (drift × vertical
× beam coordinate) ArgoNeuT TPC.70

The differential cross section in terms of a measured
variable u in bin i is given by

∂σ(ui)

∂u
=

Nmeasured,i −Nbackground,i

∆ui �i Ntarg Φ
, (1)

where Nmeasured,i represents the number of signal
and background events passing analysis selection,
Nbackground,i is the number of expected background



S. Zeller, Penn seminar, 04/17/12 

Liquid Argon TPCs 
1 

•  ArgoNeuT = 175L LAr TPC 
•  but need to take care to       
  disentangle 2p2h from FSI! 
(other effects can also produce multiple protons) 

J. Spitz, arXiv:1009.2515 [hep-ex] 

µ+p 

µ+p+p 

µ+p+p+p 

•  can measure proton kinematics 
  and multiplicities in LAr 
  (can detect protons down to very low energy) 

ArgoNeuT Physics
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•Analyses in Progress:
‣Charged-Current Inclusive cross-section in antineutrino mode.
‣Charged-Current Quasi-Elastic exclusive analysis.
‣Stopping Protons to measure recombination behavior.
‣Hyperon Production.

‣Initial measurements of dE/dx Particle ID effectiveness. 
•Multinucleon Correlations, producing additional final-state activity, 
should be observable in ArgoNeuT.

 GEANT4 MC predictions  

p 
k 
!"
µ"

Track length (cm) 

* Data (9 events) 
•  theory: NIST Table 



The MicroBooNE Experiment
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•MicroBooNE will operate in the Booster neutrino beam at Fermilab starting in early 2014.
•Combines timely physics with hardware R&D necessary for the evolution of LArTPCs.
‣MiniBooNE low-energy excess
‣Low-Energy Cross-Sections
‣Cold Electronics (preamplifier in liquid)
‣Long drift (2.5m) 

Booster 
ν Beam

MiniBooNE
MicroBooNE

MicroBooNE DetectorBooster Neutrino Beam at Fermilab



MicroBooNE: Detector Details
• MicroBooNE will be located in new Liquid Argon Test Facility 

(LArTF), just upstream of MiniBooNE location.

• Building construction is well underway.

10

Liquid Argon Test Facility: June 2012 MicroBooNE Layout



MicroBooNE: Detector Details
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Cryostat Volume 150 Tons

TPC Volume (l x w x h) 89 Tons (10.4m x 2.5m x 2.3m)

# Electronic Channels 8256

Electronics Style (Temp.) CMOS (87 K)

Wire Pitch (Plane Separation) 3 mm (3mm)

Max. Drift Length (Time) 2.5m (1.5ms)

Wire Properties 0.15mm diameter SS, Cu/Au plated

Light Collection ~30 8” Hamamatsu PMTs

Teppei Katori and MicroBooNE PMTs:
IUPAP Young Scientist Prize Winner.  

See his talk on Tue., July 10!Collection Plane Wire Assembly



MicroBooNE: Physics

12

•Address the MiniBooNE low energy excess
‣MiniBooNE is a Cerenkov detector that looks for νe appearance from a beam of νμ 

‣Does MicroBooNE confirm the excess?
‣If confirmed, is the excess due to a electron-like or gamma-like process?

MiniBooNE Result Excess 
(200-475 MeV)

Neutrino:       128.8±43.4 events
AntiNeutrino:  57.9±21.6  events

Refs:
1.) Unexplained Excess of Electron-Like Events From a 1-GeV Neutrino Beam MiniBooNE Collaboration, Phys. Rev. Lett. 102, 101802 (2009) 
2.) Updated Oscillation Results from MiniBooNE, Chris Polly, Neutrino2012 Presentation

MiniBooNE νe  Appearance Result
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MicroBooNE: Physics
•Prove effectiveness of electron/gamma separation technique (e.g. - using dE/dX information), and 
exploit to characterize any MiniBooNE-like “low-E” excess signals.
•Low Energy Cross-Section Measurements: CCQE, NC πo, Δ→Nγ, etc...
•Study backgrounds relevant for Proton Decay searches in larger detectors (e.g. - Kaon production), 
and develop SuperNova analysis capabilities.
•Probe the Strange Quark content of Proton.
•Continue development of automated reconstruction (building on ArgoNeuT’s effort).

13

Example CCQE νe event simulated in MicroBooNE Collection Plane (zoomed in view)



Conclusions

• LArTPCs are powerful detectors for studying neutrinos.

• ArgoNeuT data analysis is ongoing.  First results published, and 
will have more results later this year using full data sample.

• MicroBooNE construction is in progress, and operations will 
begin in early 2014.  MicroBooNE will search for MiniBooNE 
low-Energy excess, and carry out extensive physics program.

14
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ABSTRACT: ArgoNeuT, or Argon Neutrino Test, is a 170 liter liquid argon time projection chamber
designed to collect neutrino interactions from the NuMI beam at Fermi National Accelerator Lab-
oratory. ArgoNeuT operated in the NuMI low-energy beam line directly upstream of the MINOS
Near Detector from September 2009 to February 2010, during which thousands of neutrino and
anti-neutrino events were collected. The MINOS Near Detector was used to measure muons down-
stream of ArgoNeuT. Though ArgoNeuT is primarily an R&D project, the data collected provide
a unique opportunity to measure neutrino cross sections in the 0.1-10 GeV energy range. Fully
reconstructing the muon from these interactions is imperative for these measurements. This paper
focuses on the complete kinematic reconstruction of neutrino-induced through-going muons tracks.
Analysis of this high statistics sample of minimum ionizing tracks demonstrates the reliability of
the geometric and calorimetric reconstruction in the ArgoNeuT detector.

KEYWORDS: Time projection chambers; Noble-liquid detectors; Data analysis.
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MicroBooNE: TPC
• TPC has 3 instrumented wireplanes (Two Induction at +/-60 from vertical, One Collection with vertical wires).

• Cathode is held at -125kV, setting up 500V/cm drift field.

• Wires are individually terminated around brass ferrules, then positioned on wire carriers.
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Schematic of MicroBooNE TPC Prototype wires and wire carrier  boards.



MicroBooNE: Electronics
•CMOS preamplifiers located in liquid, attached to TPC.
•12-bit ADCs sampled at 2MHz (i.e. - 500ns per sample) for 4.8ms (x3 drift window).
•1-hour data buffering for Supernova detection signal from SNEWS.
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MicroBooNE: Cryogenics
•Cryogenic system consists of filters/pumps/etc... for circulating and purifying LAr.

•Cryostat is evacuable (though the plan is not to evacuate) and foam insulated.

19

3D Piping Design

• Justin Tillman has been 
putting a lot of effort into 
modeling the piping and the 
enclosure

• Building work is 95% 
complete

• Piping work is 80% 
complete

• Shop drawings can be made 
once the 3D design is done

• Lab F is being cleaned out 
to make room for cryogenic 
piping construction

5

Friday, September 23, 2011
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Figure 7–5: Liquid Argon Purity Demonstration Filtration and Tank

Liquid Argon Far Detector Configuration

Schematic of MicroBooNE Layout LAPD @ Fermilab



Why Noble Liquids for Neutrinos?
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Water

Boiling Point [K] @ 
1atm 4.2 27.1 87.3 120.0 165.0 373

Density [g/cm3] 0.125 1.2 1.4 2.4 3.0 1

Radiation Length [cm] 755.2 24.0 14.0 4.9 2.8 36.1

dE/dx [MeV/cm] 0.24 1.4 2.1 3.0 3.8 1.9
Scintillation [γ/MeV] 19,000 30,000 40,000 25,000 42,000
Scintillation λ [nm] 80 78 128 150 175

•Abundant ionization electrons and scintillation light can both be used for detection.
•If liquids are highly purified (<0.1ppb), ionization can be drifted over long distances.
•Excellent dielectric properties accommodate very large voltages.
•Noble liquids are dense, so they make a good target for neutrinos.
•Argon is relatively cheap and easy to obtain (1% of atmosphere).
•Drawbacks?...no free protons...nuclear effects.
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Nuclear effects 
can alter final-
state topology.

Understanding vertex activity
• Not only is ArgoNeuT able to characterize vertex activity in CCQE-like events, it can also differentiate 

neutrinos from anti-neutrinos with the help of the MINOS near detector.

• Comparing neutrino and anti-neutrino CCQE-like events may provide some sensitivity to a possible 
multinucleon channel, involving 2p (2n) pre-FSI final states for neutrino (anti-neutrino) events.

Joshua Spitz, Yale University
A zoomed-in view of a CCQE-like neutrino event with evidence of vertex activity

10 cm 10 cm 

Neutrino CCQE (2 protons) Anti-neutrino CCQE (0 protons)

mu+mu-

muonmuon

Multinucleon neutrino CCQE Multinucleon anti-neutrino CCQE

DataData

νµn→ µ−pp νµp→ µ+nn
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ArgoNeuT is largely blind to neutrons!
|
p p

}pre-FSI final state

ArgoNeuT can 
see ~50 MeV 
protons, so 

“vertex activity” 
readily observed.
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